
Taught in one  

full school day 

(JA® in a Day) 

volunteer 

JA
®
 elementary school programs are the foundation of our  

K-12 curricula. Programs include six sequential themes, each 

made up of five hands-on activities that change students’ lives by 

helping them understand business, economics, and the working 

world. All programs expose youth to a volunteer role model who 

brings JA programs to life and shows students what’s possible if 

they work hard and dream big. All programs align with Virginia, 

Maryland, and District of Columbia education standards, as well 

as correlate with federal Common Core standards.  

or 

Taught during one  

class period 

over the course of  

several weeks 

(Traditional) 

All JA® elementary school programs are taught by a 

trained volunteer role model who brings the lessons to life 

using their own life experience and JA’s proven, turn-key,  

standards-aligned curriculum in coordination with the 

student’s classroom teacher. Programs can be  

implemented in just one day or over the  

course of several weeks. 



JA Ourselves® 

(Kindergarten) 

JA Ourselves is designed to introduce Kindergartners to the concepts of 

personal economics, including working, earning and saving. Using a 

storybook format and guided, hands-on activities, students develop 

understanding of personal characteristics, including the concepts of self, 

taking responsibility, cooperating with others, making decisions and 

setting personal goals. Concepts— buying; choices; costs; earning;  

entrepreneur; giving; goals; goods and services; interests; money; needs and 

wants; saving; society; spending; values. 

JA Our Families® 

(1st Grade) 

Aligned with the learning objectives of first grade Social Studies, JA Our 

Families explores how the work our family members do contributes to 

their well-being. With a focus on the roles people play in their local 

economy, students develop appreciation for the importance of work as 

well as the skills and entrepreneurial characteristics needed to acquire 

what they need and want. Concepts— business; citizens; earning; economic 

incentives; employment; entrepreneurship; family; fill a need; goods and services; 

human resources; income; independence; job; money; scarcity; shelter; skills; 

spend; traditions; wants and needs; work. 

JA Our Community® 

(2nd Grade) 

JA Our Community gives second-graders the opportunity to examine 

the concepts of citizenship, community and work readiness. By  

identifying the variety of jobs in a community and the skills required for 

each, students begin to connect the importance of business and  

government on the local economy. Students further explore the role of 

taxation and how they impact their community through responsible  

citizenship. Concepts— businesses; careers; citizenship; coins; community; 

goods and services; government; innovation; jobs; production; needs and wants; 

skills; taxes; voting   

JA Our City® 

(3rd Grade) 

In JA Our City, third-graders are introduced to the basics of financial 

literacy through a developed understanding of how people and  

businesses in cities manage their money. Exploring the different  

characteristics of a city, students learn the methods used to pay for 

goods and services, the role of financial institutions, entrepreneurs and 

the media in a city’s well-being.  Concepts— banking; business; business 

decisions; circular flow of money; city; city planner; communication; consumer; 

currency; deposit; digital communication; economic development; entrepreneur; 

goods; interdependence; interest; jobs; making payments; money choices; needs 

and wants; producer; savings account; services; taxes; technology; transaction; 

withdrawal; zones. 

JA Our Region® 

(4th Grade) 

JA Our Region introduces fourth-graders to the natural,  

human and capital resources found in different regions that are used by 

entrepreneurs to provide goods and services for their communities. 

Using simulations and problem-solving activities that weigh the risks 

and rewards of entrepreneurial ventures, students begin to recognize 

the knowledge, skills and abilities an entrepreneur must acquire to build 

a business that successfully meets the needs of the marketplace.  
Concepts— business; choices; economy; exchange; expenses; goods; incentives; 

income; investment; products; profit; region; resources; risk; scarcity; services; 

specialization; taxes. 

 

 

 

JA Our Nation® 

(5th Grade) 

JA Our Nation advances workforce readiness concepts with relevant 

content about the need for skilled workers who can meet the demands 

of an increasingly competitive job market, and the importance of  

entrepreneurial thinking in the global marketplace. Through activities 

that explore career skills in STEM fields, students see how  

specialization and technology have impacted free enterprise and are 

able to recognize how these have affected the global economy.  
Concepts— businesses; careers; career clusters; collaboration; communication; 

competition; competitor; consumer; critical thinking; engineering; employees; 

employer; free market economy; global economy; goods and services; human 

capital; innovation; invention; interdependence; job specialization; opportunity 

cost; product; producer; profit; resume; skills; technology; work readiness. 

JA More Than Money® 

(3rd—5th Grade; Afterschool) 

JA More Than Money enables students to recognize the  

significance of sound money management practices in making informed 

decisions in business and in life. Through the interactive games and 

role-playing scenarios in JA More Than Money®, students learn to  

manage a personal bank account, identify interests and skills that could 

lead to future careers and business opportunities, explore the process 

for starting and operating their own business and the importance of 

ethical business practices.  Concepts— advertising; banking; business  

planning; consumer; deposit; earn; employee; employer; estimate; expense; 

goods; income; market research; money management; profit; role model; save; 

self-employed; service; share; spend; withdrawal; work ethic.  

JA BizTown® 

(5th Grade) 

JA BizTown combines in-class learning with a day-long visit to a  

simulated town. This popular program allows elementary school  

students to operate banks, manage restaurants, write checks, and vote 

for mayor as they learn about work readiness skills, business, and eco-

nomics. The program helps students connect the dots between what 

they learn in school and the real world. Concepts— banking; business; 

careers; charitable giving; citizenship; competition; conservation; consumers; 

demand; division of labor; employment; exchange; goods; marketing; markets; 

money; needs; opportunity costs; producers; production; quality; resources;  

saving; scarcity; services; skills; specialization; supply; wants. 

 

JA


